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“Animal liberationists do not 
separate out the human 

animal, so there is no rational 
basis for saying that a human 

being has special rights. 
A rat is a pig is a dog is a boy.” 

–Ingrid Newkirk, 
founder of PETA



Genesis 1:26-27
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness. And let them have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over the livestock and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27 So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.



1. God created human beings in His image 
and likeness.

• The triune God said, “Let us make man in our image.”
• Plants and animals are not created in the image of God.
• The terms image and likeness are used 

interchangeably.
• Men and women are both created fully in                        

the image of God.
• The image of God is passed down to all of Adam’s 

offspring and was damaged but not lost after the fall. 
(Gen. 5:3; 9:6; James 3:9)

• The image of God does not mean that we visually look 
like God.



Genesis 5:1-3
This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God 
created man, he made him in the likeness of God. 2 Male 
and female he created them, and he blessed them and 
named them Man when they were created. 3 When Adam 
had lived 130 years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, 
after his image, and named him Seth. 



2. Being created in the image of God means that 
humans resemble God enough to relate to Him 
and to represent Him in the world.

• Humans don’t just have the image of God. Humans 
are the image of God and humans do image God. 

• What humans are: This includes a capacity for 
rationality, a capacity for responsibility, and a 
capacity for righteousness. 

• What humans do: This includes a calling for 
relationships, ruling over creation, and reflecting
the glory of God. 



“Man does not simply bear the image of God; he is the image of 
God… From the doctrine that man has been created in the image of 
God flows the clear implication that the image extends to man in his 

entirety. Nothing in man is excluded from the image of God. 
All creatures reveal traces of God, but only man is the image of God. 

And he is that image totally, in soul and body, in all faculties and 
powers, in all conditions and relationships. Man is the image of God 
because and insofar as he is true man, and he is man, true and real 

man, because and insofar as he is the image of God.” 
–Herman Bavinck



3. Being created in the image of God gives 
dignity and worth to every human being.

• Being created in God’s image sets humans apart from the animals.
• All human lives are valuable and sacred specifically because  

humans are created in the image of God. (Gen. 9:6)

• Human value does not come from accomplishments.
• To disrespect the image of the King is to                                 

disrespect the King. (James 3:9)

• We should not be surprised that Satan would                               
attack anything bearing the image of God.

• Christ is the perfect image of God—and we who are                        
united with Christ are being renewed into His image.
(2 Cor. 4:4 & 3:18; Col. 3:9-10)



Genesis 9:6
Whoever sheds the blood of man,
by man shall his blood be shed,
for God made man in his own image.



James 3:9-10
9 With it [the tongue] we bless our Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse people who are made in the 
likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come 
blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things 
ought not to be so.



2 Corinthians 4:4
…of Christ, who is the image of God.

2 Corinthians 3:18
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 
one degree of glory to another…



Colossians 3:9-10
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off 
the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new 
self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the 
image of its creator.



Being created in the image of God 
means that you are defined by 
something outside of yourself. 
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