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The Age of the Earth
Genesis 1



ARTICLE VII.1– THE CREATION (FBC Doctrinal Statement)

We believe in the Genesis account of creation, and that it is 
to be accepted literally, and not allegorically or figuratively; 
that man was created directly in God’s own image and after 
His own likeness; that man’s creation was not a matter of 
evolution or evolutionary change of species, or 
development through interminable periods of time from 
lower to higher forms; that all animal and vegetable life was 
made directly, and God’s established law was that they 
should bring forth only “after their kind.”



1 In the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth. 

2 The earth was without form and void, 
and darkness was over the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters.

1. Gap Theory: There is a gap of unknown time 
between God’s original creation in Genesis 1:1 and 
the “formless and void” condition of the world in 
Genesis 1:2.

GAP



• In this view God’s original creation was ideal at the 
beginning but there was a catastrophe between 
verse 1 and 2 because of Satan’s rebellion. The earth 
became formless and void and needed to be restored 
from ruin.

• Strength: This view gives a possible explanation for 
the apparent ancient age of the earth and ancient 
fossils.

• Biggest Difficulty: Genesis 1:1-2 doesn’t actually say
that there was a time gap or a catastrophe between 
verses 1 and 2.

1. Gap Theory



2. Day-Age (Progressive Creationism):                     
God did not create life using evolution, 
however the days in Genesis 1 are 
extremely long periods of time in which 
God formed and filled the earth. The world 
appears very old because it is very old. 



• The Hebrew word for day ‘yom’ can also mean an 
undefined long period of time.

• There seem to be hints in the text that the days in 
Genesis 1 are not solar days: no sun until day 4; 
too much to do on day 6; no ending of day 7, etc.

• Strength: Corresponds fairly well with many 
current scientific views about the age of the world.

• Difficulty: Less natural reading of Genesis 1

• Biggest Difficulty: Animal death and disease before 
the fall

2. Day-Age (Progressive Creationism)



• Wherever else in the Old Testament the word yom is used with 
a number it always means a 24-hour day. 

• Man’s workweek directly corresponds to God’s workweek:             
six days of work and one day of rest. 

Exodus 20:11 – “For in six days the LORD made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 
and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the 
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”

3. Young Earth Creationism: The earth was created by God 
over a period of 6 earth rotations approximately 6,000 to 
10,000 years ago. 



3. Young Earth Creationism

• God created the world as a mature creation, thus is has the 
appearance of being older than it is. Further, the effects of the fall 
and the global flood have been misinterpreted as evidence of an 
ancient earth.

• There are problems with the dating methods that point to an 
ancient earth. The results of many methods are based on 
presuppositions. 

• There are indicators that point to a relatively young earth.



3. Young Earth Creationism

• Strength: Most natural reading of Genesis 1

• Strength: Best takes into account the effects of the fall and Noah’s 
flood.

• Difficulty: Conflicts with the dominant scientific interpretation of 
the age of the earth.

• Biggest Difficulty: Distant starlight would have taken billions of 
years to arrive.
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